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This volume, the outcome of a conference held in Nancy in June 2009, is a welcome ad-
dition to the increasing number of publications on the Roman provinciae in the period of the
Republic which have appeared in recent years. Indeed it is itself the first of a pair, the second
being a volume entided Les gouverneurs et les provinciaux sous la République romaine, which
was produced in 2011 by the same publishers under the direction of the same two scholars,
the result of a conference held in May 2010. This book, in addition to the interest of the nine
papers on a range of topics, has the virtue of providing not only two assessments of previous work
on the subject burt also a concluding essay which identifies and discusses two divergent trends in
current scholarship, one (labelled, somewhat misleadingly, ‘anglo-saxon’) which adopts a more
severely minimalist treatment of the restricted evidence available, and another, more frequently
found in the work of francophone scholars, which develops a more speculative approach, often
based on reasoned assumptions about the nature of Roman imperial power in the last centuries

of the Republic.

The opening introductory material consists of two pieces, the first by Barrandon and Kir-
bihler, the second by Ella Hermon. The first explains the particular emphasis of this book on the
civil rather than the military roles of the magistrates and pro-magistrates sent to the provinciae
(hence the use of the verb «administrer» rather than «gouverner» in the utle), and then briefly
reviews works on this subject from the nineteenth (Edgard Marx and W.T. Arnold) to the early
twenty-first centuries. The one notable (and deliberate) omission from this survey is the work of
Professor Hermon, who provides her own account, particularly of her development of the idea of
‘gouvernance’ in the second piece.

The main part of the book is divided into two sections, the first on the governor as repre-
sentative of the senate and people, the second on the framework and modalities of the governors’
administrative tasks. The opening chapter in the first section is by Jean-Louis Ferrary on legisla-
tion in the popular assemblies about the creation, assignment and administration of provinces. In
a typically erudite and intelligent fashion, he traces the increase through the first century BC of
use of leges and plebiscites passed by the people to allot provinciae to military commanders and to
delimit the actions that provincial commanders were permitted to undertake. He also argues (as
he has already elsewhere !) that provinces that were intended to be permanent were created by
such laws and plebiscites, beginning with Sicily and Sardinia in 228 and the two Spains in
198. There is no direct evidence for either of these pieces of legislation, as Ferrary admits, but
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